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CONDITION 

spin 

(Chec* One) 
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(Check One) 

,.(%f Altered , D Unclr«f«d 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT > ^D ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
* M I I " " * 

This two s tory building i s l a id in common bondj i t i s s ix bays wide on i t s 
north facade, one bay wide on i t s chamfered corner entrance, and two bays 
wide on i t s west facade. 

On the extreme l e f t of the north facade are seven steps which lead to 
wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead i s a round-arched 
transom now covered by wood. This i s se t in a round arch emphasized by 
splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between brick jo in t ing . 

To the r igh t of t h i s i s a stone water t a b l e , above which are s ingle hung 
one-light basement windows in pa i r s . Some of these are boarded or grated; 
a l l have f la t -arched stone l i n t e l s which are ac tua l ly par t of a stone be l t 
course. 

Above these are pa i rs of double hung one-over-one windows with one piece 
segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally-arched niches. The 
arches are emphasized in a manner similar to tha t of the above mentioned 
doorway. 

In the second s tory, windows (double hung one-over-one with stained glass 
round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed here in compound s t i l t e d 
round arches. The voussoirs consist of s t r a igh t bond headers. Above 
these are two s t r ing courses. Above these are rondel les , one in each bay. 
A dent i led, moulded roof cornice tops the facade. Fenestration and decora
t ion of the west facade follows the plan of the north facade. 

The chamfered corner entrance contains, in the f i r s t s tory , glass double 
doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four l i gh t s of sheet g lass . 
The decoration of the round arch containing t h i s i s l ike tha t mentioned for 
the windows and doorway on the north facade, with the addit ion of a large 
bracket for a keystone a t the crown of the arch. 

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind i t is a pa i r 
of French windows which contain two l igh t s each. Above t h i s i s a round-
arched stained glass transom contained within a s t i l t e d round arch similar 
to those of the second story. Above the rondelle and the roof cornice is 
a sor t of pediment, which consis ts of a truncated fr ieze flanked by scrolls) 
t h i s in turn is surmounted by the same motif, only in smaller dimensions, 
the resu l t being a t r iangular s t ruc tu re . 
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Heptasoph Hall (Ethel's Place, Improved Order of Heptasophs, The Theatre Project) 
1225 Cathedral Street/45 W. Preston Street 
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Improved Order of Heptasophs (The Theatre Project) 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST B-1508 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

[NAME 
HISTORIC 

HEPTASOPH HALL 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

45 West Pres ton S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

Bal t imore 
STATE 

Maryland 

CLASSIFICATION 

VICINITY OF 

g-eventh^ 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

S^vU^hi 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

2LBUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

JiPRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ I N PROCESS 

_.BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
JSoCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
2 £ Y E S RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 
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—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—MUSEUM 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

°{o fhilif flrnty/tj b\ rector 
Theatre Project, Inc. Telephone #: (301)539-3091 

STREET & NUMBER 

45 West Preston Street 
STATE , zip code 

Maryland 21201 
CITY. TOWN 

Bal t imore VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. ^ - y 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t Hou 

Libe r #:RHB 3520 
F o l i o # : 3 0 

s e 
STREET & NUMBER 

100 North Calvert Street 
CITY, TOWN 

B a l t i m o r e , j j fa^y land^ZEgFZ^ 
STATE 

"5» 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey - 45 W. Preston Street 

1975 —FEDERAL —STATE ^.COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS commiss i o n - f o f H i s t o r i c ^ and A r c h i t e c t u r a l p reservation 
CITY. TOWN 

City Hall, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
STATE 
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CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

2LFAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

.RUINS 

.UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

2LALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

EXTERIOR /Ctres-h,* srrtet) 
This two-stotfy building is laid in common bond; it is six bays 

wide on its north facade, one bay wide on its chambered corner en
trance, and two bays wide on its west^Fa^adeT" ~(cAH\€d*7Li ^fauLeV"J 

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which 
lead to wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead is 
a round-arched transom, now covered by wood. This is set in a round 
arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between 
brick jointing. 

To the right of this is a stone water table, above which are 
single hung one-light basement windows in pairs. Some of these are 
boarded or grated; all have flat-arched stone lintels which are actu
ally part of a stone belt course. 

Above these are pairs of double hung one-over-one windows with 
one piece segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally-
arched niches. The arches are emphasized in a manner similar to that 
of the above mentioned doorway. 

In the second story, windows (double hung one-over-one with 
stained glass round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed 
here in compound stilted round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight 
bond headers. Above these are two string courses. Above these are 
rondelles, one in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops the 
facade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the 
plan of the north facade. 

The chambered corner entrance contains, in the first story, 
glass double doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four, lights 
of sheet glass. The decoration of the round arch containing this is like 
that mentioned for the windows and doorway_on the north facade, with 
the addition of a large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch. 

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind it 
is a pair of French windows which contain two lights each. Above this 
is a round-arched stained glass transom contained within a stilted 
round arch similar to those of the second story. Above the rondelle 
and the roof cornice is a sort of pediment, which consists of a trun
cated frieze flanked by scrolls; the result being a triangular struc
ture. 

The only alteration to the exterior consists of the conversion of a 
first floor window in the west wall to an emergency exit door and the 
attachment thereto of a small iron staircase to the pavement. This was 
added after 1949 as a photo published in 1949 (The Sun, January 23, 
1949) shows this part unaltered. 
INTERIOR 

The majority of the interior spaces in this building have been 
altered by the previous owners. The following spaces constitute 
those which remain of historical significance. 

(continued on separate sheet) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED . UNALTERED ISoWtOfNAI c t T 1 : , , - j , • „, 

r —GOOD _ R U I N S 2LALTERED —MOVED DATE 

^FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ™ 

EXTERIOR [Cfreztv* zrrctt) 
This two-r-stoyy building is laid in common bond; it is six bays 

wide on its north facade, one bay wide on its chambered corner en
trance, and two bays wide on its west̂ flTcaare~7~ (CA-fa-£d*7U. ^tAJLeV^ 

On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which 
lead to wooden double doors. These are framed by wood. Overhead is 
a round-arched transom, now covered by wood. This is set in a round 
arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed between 
brick jointing. 

To the right of this is a stone water table, above which are 
single hung one-light basement windows in pairs. Some of these are 
boarded or grated; all have flat-arched stone lintels which are actu
ally part of a stone belt course. 

Above these are pairs of double hung one-over-one windows with 
one piece segmentally-arched transoms contained within segmentally- -.. 
ar.ched niches. The arches are emphasized in a manner similar to that 
of the above mentioned doorway. 

In the second story, windows (double hung one-over-one with 
stained glass round-arched transoms) are again paired, but placed -: 
here in compound stilted round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight ,:: 

bond headers. Above these are two string courses. Above these are 
rondelles, one in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops the 
cade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the 

rJ.an of the north facade. 
The chambered corner entrance contains, in the first story, 

glass double doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of fourllights I 
of sheet glass. The decoration of the round arch containing this is like [ 
that mentioned for the windows and doorway;.on the north facade, with [ 
the addition of a large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch. 

A bracketed stone balcony appears above the doorway. Behind it 
is a pair of French windows which contain two lights each. Above this /.-. 
is a round-arched stained glass transom contained within a stilted f 
round arch similar to those of the second story. Above the rondelle 
and the roof cornice is a sort of pediment, which consists of a trun
cated frieze flanked by scrolls; the result being a triangular struc
ture. I"; 

The only alteration to the exterior consists of the conversion of a 
first floor window in the west wall to an emergency exit door and the : 
attachment thereto of a small iron staircase to the pavement. This was :_.. 
added after 1949 as a photo published in 1949 (The Sun, January 23, 
1949) shows this part unaltered. :\: 

INTERIOR r 
The majority of .the interior spaces in this building have been 

altered by the previous owners. The following spaces constitute 
those which remain of historical significance. 

(continued on separate sheet) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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7. DESCRIPTION (CONT'D) 

The main entry of West Preston Street has a ceramic tile 
mosaic in the floor. The mosaic has a dark brown border with a 
white background and the I.O.H. logo of the Improved Order of 
Heptasophs, in blue in the center. This mosaic is in good con
dition, although a few tiles are cracked or missing. The vesti
bule doors are original and are made of paneled oak. 

The main stair including treads, handrail and wood details is 
intact, although in disrepair. At the balcony, the stair is 
pulling away from the wall, and needs to be rebuilt. The stair 
is a 3'-6" wide wood stair with turned balusters and a single 
handrail on the outside. The rail runs continuously across all 
landings and up the stairs. The stringer has a decorative wood 
trim piece in a wave motif. The balcony arcs out from the east 
wall of the building. Its balustrade,, moldings and the underside 
of its floor are original woodwork. 

The main hall at the second floor has been minimally altered. 
It contains a ceiling mounted version of the I.O.H. logo, inset with 
small globe lights, which has been restored. The original worn 
floor was covered by a new wood floor in 1977. 

The stage has been shortened. It is three feet above the floor 
of the hall and has a curved plaster proscenium with a storage 
room behind it. The right stair onto the stage is intact. The 
left stair has been removed to allow for a fire exit. 

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS 

Accompanying this application there are "as built" plans 
prepared by Lapicki/Smith Associates showing the layout of the 
first and second floors of Heptasoph Hall and its north and west 
elevations. Seventeen black and white photographs and nine color 
slides are also provided. 

c 
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l PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X 1800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

.^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

J?COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

— COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

-.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

B-1508 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 
v 
—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES Circa, l$% BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

c 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Heptasoph Hall is a historically significant building because 
it was built as the headquarters of an important fraternal and bene
ficial organization, the Improved Order of Heptasophs which flourished 
in the late nineteenth century in Baltimore and other cities; be
cause it is a rare and well preserved example of decorative brick
work; and because, more recently, it is where Baltimore's professional 
repertory theatre began, and also where the Theatre Project began and 
continues as a performing arts education and presentation center for 
Baltimore. 

The Theatre Project's building at 45 West Preston Street was 
constructed by the,Zeta Club Conclave #6 of the Improved Order of 
Heptasophs (IOH).- The IOH was a fraternal and beneficial order" 
chartered in Maryland in 1878. The Zeta Club bought the land for their 
building in Hay, 1896 from Corilla P. King, widow- of the owner of the 
"W.H. King and Company Lumber and Mill Work" a planning factory which 
occupied the site until destroyed by fire in about 1887.—/ 

The building cost $40,000.—/ The architectural records in City 
archives were apparently destroyed by the Fire of 1904 and no information 
could be found as to the designer and builder of this edifice. 

The building offers a unique example of decorative brickwork, the 
style and quantity of which is extremely rare in Baltimore. Its 
Preston Street/Cathedral Street corner angles conform to the angle 
of that particular intersection, and together with the elevations of 
the north and the west facades appear imaginative, but solid and 
pleasing. 

The interior is less remarkable, with the exception of the high-
ceilinged hall on the second floor. There the raftered ceiling with 
its IOH logo in lights and the shallow balcony with its fine wood
work lend special touches to a handsome spacious meeting hall. 

The IOH logo is used decoratively in the exterior brickwork, 
in the north entrance's mosaic floor and in the stained glass as well 
as in the ceiling of the hall. This logo serves to identify the crea
tors of the building and leads most visitors to wonder about the his
tory of the place. The Improved Order of Heptasophs was a secret so
ciety and as such, stirs people's curiosity even more. 

The Heptasophs, meaning "seven wise men" in Greek, were business 
men who joined together for mutual benefit.— The Baltimore Chapter, 
The Zeta Club, sponsored an insurance program for their members and 
a savings and loan association, the Heptasoph Savings and Loan and 
Building Association. A two-story safe was built into the building 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued on separate sheet) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (CONT'D) 

to provide security for their assets and records. 
Their insurance program, like that of many other fraternal 

orders, represents the origin of much of this nation's life in
surance business today. By 1907, there were 12,000 members in 
Maryland.J/ The Heptasoph's program became insolvent in 1917 and 
merged with the Fraternal Aid Union of Lawrence, Kansas which 
later became the Standard Mutual Insurance Company..5/ 

The Heptasophs moved to Heptasoph Savings and Loan and 
Building Association at 1106 East Monument Street, Baltimore, in 
1924, and rented part of the Preston Street building to Farson's 
Dance Academy. During the 20's the building housed Mr. Farson's 
marching band, and his dance band, and was a favorite place for 
people to go dancing on Saturday nights..-/ 

When the Zeta Club went into receivership in 1942, the 
Orthodox Greek Church Evangelism, Inc. bought the Heptasoph Hall 
to serve as a community recreation center and school for the 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, located across 
Preston Street. 

Baltimore's principal professional repertory theatre, Center 
Stage, had its first home in Heptasoph Hall. Center Stage began on 
January 13, 1963 with the opening of a two-week run of Arthur 
Schnitzler's "La Ronde." 

The Theatre Project opened in the fall of 1971, renting the 
second floor where the main performance space is located, and the 
basement. Over the next six years while the theare offered some 
3,000 free performances by professional companies in dance, theatre 
and music, the Theatre Project gradually acquired the rest of the 
buildong, adapting each space to the varying needs of a working 
theatre. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (CONT'D) 

5/ Dictionary of Secret and Other Societies, 
B. Herder, St. Louis and London, 1924. 
6/ personal reminiscence, MaxE. Ripkin, 3305 
Baltimore, Md., 21213. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (CONT'D) 

westerly binding on the south side of Preston Street, eighty feet 
to the place of beginning. Beginning for the second thereof on the 
south side of Preston Street, at the distance of eighty feet easterly 
from the southwest corner of Preston Street and Cathedral Street; 
and running thence easterly, binding on the south side of Preston 
Street, fifteen feet; thence southerly, parallel to Decker Street, 
eighty-one feet to Lot No. 19 on the plat referred to in the deed 
from Josias Pennington, Trustee to William A. Moale, recorded 
among the Land Records of Baltimore City in Liber TK 342, folio 238; 
thence westerly, on said lot, and parallel to Preston Street, 
fifteen feet to the southwest corner of Lot No. 35 on the plat 
aforesaid; and thence northerly, binding on the westernmost line of 
Lot No. 35 on the plat aforesaid eighty-one feet to the place 
of beginning. 

Arthur Pruess, 

Richmond Ave., 
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Thea t re P r o j e c t . 45 W. Pres ton S t . 
P a l t o . , Md. 2I26I 
Ifl - View of 1/2 of 45 W. Pres ton S t . 
Heptasoph F a l l p l u s ad jo in ing b u i l d i n n s 
a t 3 7 - 4 3 W. P r e s t o n , camera pntng SSF 

J SPEECH 

Theatre Project. 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto, Md. 21201 

#7 - View of N facade of Heptasoph 
Hall, camera pointing S 
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Freston St. 
Baltimore, fid. 21201 

#17 - Logo in ceiling of main 
hall on second floor of Keptasoph 
Hall 

By: Megan Shook, 7/12/79 

Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc. 
521 St. Paul PI. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 
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Jh?2tre E£°Ject. 45 V.. Preston St. 
Ealto., Md. 21201 

#15 -.Mosaic floor of entryway of 
door in north facade of Heptasoph 

By : Megan Shook, 7/12/79 

Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc. 
521 St. Paul PI. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto., Md. 21201 

#3 - View of west facade of Heptasooh 
Hall, including dependency on Med Chi's 
Bldg 1211 Cathedral St, camera pntng E 
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
!?alto., Md. 21201 

#4 - View of south side and rear portior 
of Keptasoph Hall, 45 W. Preston, 
carera pointing NE 0 

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto., Md. 21201 

fl - View of Heptasoph Hall and adjoin
ing buildings, camera pointing SE 
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Theatre Project . 45 W. Preston St . p 
-a]to., Md. 21201 &-/50f 
»5 - View of west facade of Heptasoph 
Hall, camera pointing E 
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto., Md. 21201 

#6 -View of west wall bay nearest NW 
corner of Heptasoph Hall, camera 
pointing E 
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Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Palto., Md. 21201 

#9 - View of entrance on northside of 
Heptasoph Hall, including dependency 
on 43 V, Preston, camera pointing S 

Theatre Project. 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto., Md. 21201 

#2 - View of NW corner of Heptasoph 
Hall, can-era pointing SE 



B-1508 



' ' 
• 

• -

; 
. . : • • 

":J 

s e - r rn J> r-1 3> PI 
I -si "*0 
-.-: j — • : : 

: i. 

- ' ' 

! . 
: ' - " : - : • -

j i r-

: 

CO 
ro to 
C2 £ CC 

• 

O 3=H= 11 
" 

o
rth 

airer 

01 
t -h< 

0 O 0) 
I--CUC 
D QJ 
n-fD O 
»-•• l-h 
3 0 

LQ CrtO 
D 

cnrco> 
(T) 

TDO 
rri-ti 
0> 
Ea r r 
onr 
•"0(1) 
rr o> 3 
oi cr 
i—'Cu 

en 

O 
3 

rang h
eat 

a] to 
• r-\ 
- <T> 

2 T 3 
Qji-t 
• O 

i_ i . 
KJfD 
h ^ O 
ton 
o-
i—• 

* k 
LH 

s • 
T l 
n 
re 
w 
r r 
O 
D St. 

& 9 ^ G § 
^}^\ 
N 

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Palto.f Md. 21201 

#16 - Entryway of door in north 
facade of Heptasoph Hall 

By Megan Shook, 7/12/79 

Negative at: Twin Oak Assoc. 
521 St. Paul PI. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 
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Theatre Project. 45 W. Preston St. 
Palto., Md. 21201 

#14 - Safe on first floor of 
Heptasoph Hall 

Py: Megan Shook, 7/12/79 

Neqative at: Twin Oaks Assoc. 
521 St. Paul PI. 
Baltimore, Md. 21202 

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St. 
Ealto., MD. 21201 

#13 - Alteration fire escape, west 
facade of Heptasoph Hall, camera 
pointing NNE 

Ey: Megan Shook, 7/12/79 

Neqative at: Twin Oaks Assoc. 
521 St. Paul PI. 
Baltimore, Md.21202 
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7heutre Project, 45 V.. PrestonSt. 
Dalto., Md. 21201 • 

#12 - Balcony on the second story 
NW corner of Heptasoph Hall 
camera pointing up and SE 

By: N'eqan Shook, 7/12/79 
Neqative at: Twin Oaks £ssoc. 

521 St. Paul Place 
Baltimore,Md. 21202 
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Theatre Project. 45 W. Preston St. 
Balto., Md. 21201 

#10 - View of entrance on north side 
of Heptasoph Hall, camera poinitng S 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of" THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington D C. 20240 

c 
USTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 

APPLICATION—PART 1 
B-1508 

In: I rucl lcnt : Applicant should read the instructions cvc'uily It lore competing tfpHcation. Ho certification may be trade unless a cc npk ' • d 
application form has been recc:;cd Use 1)fCAt:tct or print tlmly in dark ink to complete the application form. II additional space is ncc-J-. J to 
complete Part 1, use ll e reverse side or a separate p'ain sheet of paper clearly indicating the Owner's name and mailing address. Part 1 olthis 
application may be completed and sent to the appropriate S'ate Historic Freserv.-.tion Officer at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
1. Na.r.e of property: _________ a S p p h H a l l . 

Address of property: 45 West Pres ton S t r e e t . : 

city Ba l t imore 
Name of historic district in which property is located: Mt 

_ County State 

Vernon 
Md. z,PCode21_201 

c 
A. 

Check here if request Is for: 
[^cert i f ication (structure contributes lo significance of the district) ^ . 
D decertification {structure dors not contribute to significance of the district) ^ 
• easement qualification (for donation of easement on slructure or land for Conservation purposes). 

Description of Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions for map and photograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary) 

This building is a two-story structure laid in common bond, six bays wide on its north 
facade, one bay wide on its chambered corner entrance, and two bays wide on its west 

statement'ot significance: Heptasoph Hall was built as the headquarters and meeting place for 
(use reverse side n necessary) ̂ e Improved Order of Heptasophs, a fraternal and beneficial 
oraanization which flourished in late Nineteenth Century Baltimore and other cities. 
The buildinq illustrates rare, well preserved examples of finely crafted, decorative 
brickwork. In this century, it has also served as a significant center for theatrical 
and other'artistic efforts in the^city. (over) 
Date of construction (if known): l y j f e ^ T f Br Original site Q Moved D Date of alterations (if known): 

Name and Mailing Address of Owner: 

Heptasoph Limited Partnership (Peter Behri nger, general partnerl 
Name 

Street c/o 518 North Charles Street 

City 
Ba I t i more 

State 
Md 21 201 

Zip Code -

Telephone number (during day): Area Code 

I hereby attest th 

( 3 0 1 ) 6 5 9 - 6 9 6 6 , 6 7 , 6 8 

Signature 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Id 

provided is to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the property described above. 

2 / 2 7 / 8 3 
Date . 

umber J _ _ _ _ _ _ L _ D 6 _ l _ _ _ _ _ _ j _ 4 _ i _ _ 

For office use only 
/ 

The structure described above is included withintheboundaries of a RegisteredHistoric Districtand 0 contributes D does not contribute lo 
the character of the district 

Thestructure O appears O does no! appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR 60 6) and O will likely • will not be 
nominated to the National Register in accord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60). 

C t 'ucture is located in a district which O appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR 60 6; and 
II likely O will nol be nominated to the National Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60), 

and D appears O docs not appear lo contribute to the character of said district or D will likely Q will not be recommended for 
certification as substantially meeting National Reenter criteria. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ -
Sta!&->vs!onc Preservation Officer 



B-1508 
Description of Physical Appearance (Cont'd): 
facade. (Photo # 1 ). 
On the extreme left of the north facade are seven steps which lead to double 
wooden doors, framed by wood. A round-arched transom, now covered by wood, is 
overhead, set in a round arch emphasized by splayed brickwork of headers interspersed 
between brick jointing. (Photo # 2 ). 
To the west of this entrance, which faces Preston Street, is a stone water table above 
which hang single, one-light basement windows in pairs, some of which are boarded or 
graded. All the windows have flat-arched stone lintels which are part of a stone 
belt course. (Photo # 3 ). 
Above the basement windows are pairs of double-hung, one-over-one windows with one-
piece, segmentally-arched transoms set within segmentally-arched niches.(Photo # 4 ) 
The windows on the second story of the north facade are paired, double-hung, one-
over-one with stained glass, round-arched transoms. They are set in compound stilted 
round arches. The voussoirs consist of straight bond headers with two string courses 
above. One rondelle is above in each bay. A dentiled, moulded roof cornice tops 
the facade. Fenestration and decoration of the west facade follows the plan of the 
north facade. The south facade, which faces a parking lot, is basically a less 
elaborate brick wall with a few windows. (Photos # 4, 5 ). 
The chambered corner entrance at Preston and Cathedral Streets contains glass double 
doors surmounted by a round-arched transom of four lights of sheet glass. Decoration 
of the arch follows the pattern of the north facade except for the addition of a 
large bracket for a keystone at the crown of the arch. (Photo # 6 ). 
A bracketed stone balcony is located above the corner doorway. A pair of French 
windows with two lights each sits behind it. Above the windows is a round-arched, 
stained glass transom set within a stilted round arch similar to those of the second 
story of the north facade. A pediment, consisting of truncated frieze flanked by 
scrolls, is above the rondelle and roof cornice. (Photos# 7,8 ). 
A first floor window in the west wall was converted to an emergency exit door 
with a small iron staircase to the pavement sometime after 1949. (Photo # 9 ). 
Most of the interior spaces have been altered and substantially modified by the 
building's various owners and occupants. The basement level now contains a large 
dance studio, scene shop, boiler room, locker rooms and the lower section of a two-sto 
walk-in safe. (Photos #10,11,12,13,14,15). 

The entrance on West Preston Street has a ceramic tile mosaic set in the floor with 
the logo of the Improved Order of Heptasophs set in the center. The vestibule doors 
are original and made of paneled oak. (Photos # 16,17 ). 
The main stair to the second floor assembly space is intact with treads, handrail 
and wood details, although in disrepair. (Photo # 18 ). 
The balcony on the second floor arcs out from the east wall of the building. Its 
balustrade, moldings and underside of its floor are original woodwork. (Photo # 19 ) 
The main hall on the second floor below the balcony level has been least altered 
from its original state. A ceiling mounted version of the 10H logo, inset with small 
lights, has been restored. The original floor was covered by a new wood floor 
in 1977. (Photos # 20, 21 ). 
The original stage in the second floor hall is intact, although it has been 
shortened. It is set three feet above the floor and has a curved plaster proscenium 
with a storage room behind it. (Photos# 22,23 ). 
The ground level of the building, which sits between the basement and the second 
floor hall, has been divided into office cubicles by temporary wallboards. The 
only original feature is the second story of the walk-in safe. (Photos # 24,25 ). 

Statement of Significance (Cont'd): 

The 10H was chartered in Maryland in 1878. The Zeta Club Conclave No. 6 bought the 
land for their new headquarters in May 1896 from Corilla P. King, widow of the owner 
of the W.H. King and Co. Lumber and Mill Work, which had occupied the site until 
destroyed by fire about 1887. ( C o n t i n u e d o n a n o t h e r s h e e t ) 
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Statement of Significance (Cont'd): 

The Improved Order of Heptasophs was a secret society. The members were 
business men who joined together for mutual benefit in much the same manner 
as masonic and other orders. The name "Heptasoph" is derived from the ancient 
Greek and connotes "seven wise men." 
The Zeta Club, the Baltimore chapter, also sponsored an insurance program for its 
members as well as a savings and loan association, the Heptasoph Savings and Loan 
and Building Association. Their insurance program, similar to those of many other 
fraternal orders, helped lay a foundation for the development of today's large, 
national insurance companies. The Heptasoph program, for example, became insolvent 
in 1917 and merged with the Fraternal Aid Union of Lawrence, Kansas, which later 
became the Standard Mutual Insurance Company. 
They built the present building during 1896-1897 at a cost of $40,000. Since no 
information can be found about the designer or builders, we presume that the 
architectural records in city archives were destroyed during Baltimore's 
Great Fire of 1904. 
But it is obvious that the builders, particularly the bricklayers, were unusually 
fine craftsmen. The style and quantity of the decorative brickwork is rare 
in Baltimore today. The Preston and Cathedral Street corner conforms to the 
angle of this intersection, and the entire structure bespeaks the care and skill 
of solid workers who knew and cared about their crafts. 
Several interior logos still exist to evoke the memory of this secret society 
about which little else is known. A two-story safe constructed as part of the 
building illustrates the zeal with which they guarded their records and assets. 
In 1907 there were about 12,000 members in Maryland, and this building must have 
been the scene of many discussions, meetings and debates involving an unknown 
mixture of tradesmen, craftsmen and businessmen, some of whom may have played 
important community roles. 
In 1924, however, the Heptasophs abandoned their hall and moved to their savings 
and loan building at 1106 East Monument Street in Baltimore. They rented 
part of the hall to Farson's Dance Academy, thus beginning a 60-year period 
of use for performing artists. Mr. Farson's marching and dance bands entertained 
the public here, and it was a favorite place during the 1920's for Saturday night 
dances. 
The Zeta Club finally went into receivership in 1942, and the Orthodox Greek 
Church Evangelism, Inc. bought Heptasoph Hall to serve as a community recreation 
center and school for the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, located 
across the street on Preston. 
Center Stage, Baltimore's nationally known regional theater, began its existence 
in the Heptasoph Hall. The theater opened for business there on January 13, 1963, 
with a two-week run of Arthur Schnitzler's play "La Ronde." 
The Theatre Project, an experimental theater group, rented the second floor 
hall and the basement in 1971 and gradually grew into the rest of the building 
as it expanded with free performances by dance and theater groups from 
throughout the United States and Europe. 
Baltimore City bought the property in 1977 and gave it to the Theatre Project 
at nominal cost with the proviso that the city would have to approve any 
subsequent sale. 
When the city approved such a sale to the present owners in order to rennovate 
the Theatre Project space and construct a new restaurant/cabaret, one more 
imaginative piece was added to its long history of use as community meeting 
place, performing arts center and stimulus for American ingenuity and 
craftsmanship. 
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